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EXCON 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ESTC NL UR 

SUBJECT: UNLICENSED EXPORT OF SEISMOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT TO USSR 
REF: 76 THE HAGUE 6908 

1 . MCCLEAN CARGO SPECIALISTS AT SCHIPHOL HAS INFORMED EMBASSY 
THAT IT CONTACTED KLM JAN 3 ON INSTRUCTIONS OF PARENT FIRM 

TO ORDER RETURN OF SUBJECT SHIPMENT TO US. KLM TOLD MCCLEAN 
THAT IT HAD FORWARDED SHIPMENT TO MOSCOW DEC 25 VIA KL/SU 702. 
MCCLEAN CLAIMS NO KNOWLEDGE OF INVOLVEMENT IN ACTION HAD HAS, 
AT EMBASSY SUGGESTION, OBTAINED LETTER FROM KLM SAYING THAT 
THEY (KLM) FORWARDED SHIPMENT "ERRONEOUSLY.' 1 

2. EMBASSY CONTACTED DUTCH EXCON AUTHORITIES FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION. THEY REPORT THAT SHIPMENT WAS SET ASIDE IN KLM 
WAREHOUSE AT INSTRUCTIONS OF DUTCH CUSTOMS (APPARENTLY 
NORMAL PROCEDURE) AND ENTERED IN KLM COMPUTER AS "GOODS UNDER 
CUSTOMS INVESTIGATION, NOT TO BE MOVED." CUSTOMS DID NOT 
RELEASE GOODS, BUT SHIPMENT VIA KL/SU 702 DECEMBER 25 HAS 

BEEN CONFIRMED. DUTCH AUTHORITIES EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT 
MCCLEAN STORY, NOTING THAT KLM ROUTINELY NOTIFIES SHIPPERS 
OF MOVEMENT OF GOODS WITHIN 24 HOURS, WHILE MCCLEAN CLAIMS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO HAVE FIRST LEARNED OF SHIPMENT JAN 3. DUTCH CUSTOMS 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE IS NOW INVESTIGATING SHIPMENT. 

3. EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED KLM OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 
SHIPMENT. IN TELEPHONE INTERVIEW HE SAID THAT KLM EMPLOYEE 
HAD NOTICED SHIPMENT IN STORAGE ON 25 DECEMBER AND ASSUMED 
FROM MARKINGS IT HAS BEEN "SHORT-LOADED." WITHOUT CHECKING 
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STATUS OF SHIPMENT IN COMPUTER, HE PREPARED DUMMY 
DOCUMENTATION AND LOADED IT ON FIRST AVAILABLE FLIGHT. 

KLM ITSELF DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE KNOWLINGLY ACTED IN 
VIOLATION OF EXCON AND DUTCH CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. KLM 
HAS AGREED TO RETURN SHIPMENT TO SCHIPHOL IN UNLIKELY EVENT 
IT IS STILL UNDER KLM CONTROL. 

4. WE WILL REPORT OUTCOME OF DUTCH CUSTOMS INVESTIGATION 
WHEN AVAILABLE, BUT WE NOTE THAT CUSTOMS DOES NOT ORDINARILY 
REVEAL SUCH INFORMATION UNLESS IT FINDS GROUNDS FOR PRO- 
SECUTION UNDER DUTCH LAW. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING 
INFORMED ABOUT US DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS CASE SO THAT WE 
CAN COORDINATE WITH DUTCH CUSTOMS IF NECESSARY. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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